ATTEMPTS  AT  REFORM
task of government a zeal for the public welfare. As a friend of
the philosopkes and an avowed partisan of economic freedom, he
tried to put his theories into application by means of practical
measures. He abolished the regulations hampering free trade in
wheat and did away with the days of forced labour imposed upon
the peasants for the upkeep of the roads, replacing them by non-
compulsory labour, the pay for which he had intended to provide
out of a small tax to which even the privileged classes were to have
been subject. He abolished the guild system and recognized the
right of all inhabitants to manufacture and sell industrial products
freely.
The war waged for the purpose of winning independence for
the English colonists in America produced a strong reaction upon
French opinion. The high society of Paris was filled with en-
thusiasm for the simple manners of Franklin, the envoy of the
insurgents, and for the champions of American liberty, which they
naturally pictured to themselves under an imaginary form. The
English model of aristocratic liberty now found a parallel in the
American model of 'republican' liberty. The translation into
French of the Constitutions adopted by the new States of the Union
(and especially by Virginia and Massachusetts) brought into
fashion the idea of a written constitution and a declaration of the
rights of citizens, as a security against the abuse of power on the
part of the Government. It was now that the use of clubs on the
English model, supported by the subscriptions of the members,
was introduced into Paris. These formed permanent meeting-
places for the nobles and well-to-do bourgeois and were afterwards
to develop into societies for political discussion.
The Government, finding difficulty in meeting the expenses of
the American war, entrusted the finances to a foreign banker,
Necker, a Genevan Protestant, who raised money by loans. In
order to attract investors, he published a Compte rendu (statement
of the financial situation) in which the real deficit was concealed;
but Necker obtained the reputation of a reformer because he
revealed the sums paid in pensions to the courtiers. The debt
increased rapidly, till the Government, finding no further facili-
ties for borrowing, proposed to revert to Turgot's project and
establish a general tax regardless of privilege.
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